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Rhodes Chemistry 
cements ties with Imperial 
College 
T wo Rhodes University chemistry PhD students, David and Suzanne Maree, have recently returned from 
a two month visit to Imperial College in 
London. Their visit forms part of an 
international collaborative research pro-
gramme between Professor Nyokong's 
photochemical research group based in the 
Rhodes Chemistry Department and Profes-
sor David Phillips' photodynamic therapy 
research group at Imperial College. Profes-
sor Phillips, ·who is also Head of the 
Department of Chemistry at Imperial 
College, is a regular visitor to Grahamstown 
and many will be familiar with his excellent 
photochemistry lectures at the Nationa[ 
Science Festival. During their visit David 
and Suzanne were able to access Imperial 
College's sophisticated photochemical 
instrumentation to make crucial physical 
measurements of compounds they had 
prepared at Rhodes as part of their PhD 
studies. The compounds they took with 
them to London have possible applications 
in photodynamic therapy, a revolutionary 
technique in which a combination of light 
of a certain wavelength and photosensitive 
cytotoxic chemical compounds are used to 
treat a variety of diseases including cancer. 
Although Dave and Suzanne were im-
pressed with the facilities at Imperial 
College they felt that the varied and 
extensive training that they have received at 
Rhodes is of a high international standard 
and will stand them in good stead for the 
future. They were of course less impressed 
with the London weather! 
Professor Tebello Nyokong with PhD students 
David and Suzanne Maree 
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